
  
 

  
 

Back to School Guide: September 2020    
  
This guide is intended to give you an idea of what school will be like on return in September 2020, as well 
as to inform you of the preparations you will need to undertake so that we are all ready to start the new 
academic year together.  
 
All of the steps and processes that have been undertaken and are explained in here follow the Department 
for Education guidance and have been fully risk assessed.  
 
The Department for Education (DfE) guidance states:  
“The system of controls provides a set of principles and if schools follow this advice, they will effectively 
minimise risks. All element of the system of controls are essential. All schools must cover them all, but 
the way different schools implement some of the requirements will differ based on their individual 
circumstances.”  
 
We have also ensured that we can meet the guidance that:  
Having assessed their risk, schools must [adopt measures that] work for their school, and allows them to 
deliver a broad and balanced curriculum for their pupils, including full educational and care support for 
those pupils who have SEND.”  
 
We have worked hard to balance all risks and adapt the guidance to our specific school context. It is 
important to realise that no two schools have the same ‘back to school’ plan, and nor should they. What 
is shared here is right for Brompton Hall, for our students, our curriculum, our staff, and takes full account 
of the individual challenges of our school site.  
 
Any further updates announced by the Department for Education prior to the start of term will be shared 
via email. It is important to note, therefore, that all guidance is subject to changes in government policy.  
 
We ask that you read this guide and share the contents with your child so that they too are aware of 
what to expect in school from September. 
 
Attendance  
The expectations for students’ attendance has now altered from the lockdown process in March when the 
Covid-19 outbreak first suspended school provision. It is now vital for all students that they return to 
school to reconnect with their full-time education, thereby minimising the long-term impact of the 
pandemic on their progress and development.  
 
The government have made clear that: “School attendance is mandatory from the beginning of the 
Autumn term. This means that the usual rules on attendance will apply, including:  

 parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered 
pupil at school and they are of compulsory school age;  

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence;  
 the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ 

codes of conduct.”  
 
We appreciate that you may have anxieties about the return to school and hopefully this guide detailing 
the steps we are taking may provide some reassurance. Our staff team have been, and will continue to be, 
in contact with families where we are already aware of students who are returning after a period of 



  
 

  
 

shielding. Please contact admin@bromptonhall.n-yorks.sch.uk if you believe you need to make us aware of 
or need to discuss any particular attendance barriers. 
 
Hygiene  
The DfE ‘system of controls’ operates as a hierarchy and sets out that the following protective measures 
must be in place at all times in all schools:  

 Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have Covid-19 
symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school  

 Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual  
 Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ approach  
 Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using 

professional standard cleaning products.  
 
Prevention advice then goes on to detail: “Schools must ensure that pupils clean their hands regularly, 
including when they arrive at school, when they return from breaks, when they change rooms, and before 
and after eating.” 
 
Consequently…  
 Hand sanitiser will be available in the Main Reception, so that students can clean their hands on 

arrival and departure from the school site.  

 Hand sanitiser will be available across the school site including in each classroom for staff and 
students to use at each lesson change over, on the way into and out of all classrooms and on each 
unit for staff and students to use. 
 

 Hand sanitiser will be available outside the Dining Room and students will be able to wash their 
hands before and after eating.  

 Lidded bins and tissues will be provided in all rooms to enable the ‘catch it, kill it, bin it’ approach to 
be used effectively.  

 Additional cleaning staff will be on rota through the day to clean communal areas and frequently 
touched surfaces e.g. door handles, staircase banisters.  

 There will be cleaning kits in each classroom for use at the end of each lesson so that students and 
staff can clean down desks, chairs and classroom equipment.  
 

 There will be cleaning kits in each unit for use so that students and staff can clean down multi-use 
areas throughout our 24hr curriculum programme. 

 
Health & Wellbeing  
As stated in the first of the key ‘musts’ above, the best way of preventing the spread of Covid-19 is for 
those displaying symptoms not to attend school.  
 
Covid-19 Symptoms  
Under no circumstances should anyone displaying Covid-19 symptoms, or have tested positive in at least 
the last 10 days, attend school or enter onto school site. Recognised key symptoms include:  
 unwell with a new, continuous cough  



  
 

  
 

 or a high temperature,  
 or has a loss of, or change in, normal sense of taste of smell (anosmia)  

 
All students eligible to attend school and members of their households will have access to testing if they 
display symptoms of Covid-19 and details of this process can be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested   
 
Parents should arrange for a test for Covid-19 as soon as is possible and communicate the outcome 
directly to school whether it is positive or negative, in order that any follow up action can be immediately 
taken.  
 
Please follow the instructions from but do not wait for the NHS ‘Test and Trace’ system to tell the school 
and instead inform us during the school hours by calling 01723 859121 or by emailing 
admin@bromptonhall.n-yorks.sch.uk at any time, including across weekends and evenings.  
 
Guidance relating to ‘self-isolation’ must be followed:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance   
 
If a student displays Covid-19 symptoms during the school day they will be immediately escorted to our 
designated Covid-19 room and isolated from the rest of the school until they can be collected by parents 
who should then, in turn, organise for a Covid-19 test to be taken.  Staff managing such a situation will 
have access to the required PPE. 
 
Student Support in the Wellbeing Hub 
Our support staff team will continue to be available to students, providing support, advice, guidance and 
coordinating where relevant the involvement of partner agencies. There will not, however, be open access 
to the Wellbeing Hub and any student wishing to make contact with a member of staff will be asked to 
speak to a member of the Senior Management Team, their class tutor or keyworker for guidance.  
 
Visitors 
The only visitors permitted on-site are those with pre-arranged appointments and, even then, where there 
is no viable alternative to face-to-face meeting. Visitor protocol will be issued to all those attending the site 
and compliance with the measures monitored by school staff. 
 
Face Coverings 
We are a residential special school with students from Key Stage 2 through to Key Stage 4 as such the 
recent guidance from the Government regarding the wearing of face masks in communal areas does not 
directly apply to our specific educational setting. We are also aware that there are a number of reasons 
why a student may not be able to wear or use a facemask and these are given in detail in the government 
guidance (link below) - a vast majority of our young people fall within the exemption criteria so the 
decision has been made for all students not to wear face masks in school. A face mask creates a 
communication barrier, which would prevent our staff team from identifying any changes in our students’ 
emotional state increasing the likelihood of incidents escalating unnecessarily. In addition, many of our 
students would find a face mask a distraction which would lead to increased touching of faces, cross 
contamination of masks if lost or accidentally swopped and so on. 
 
However, all students travelling to and from school using transport organised via NYCC will need to wear a 
mask and bring a sealable bag in which to keep their mask once they are in school. 
 



  
 

  
 

Specific guidance on the use of facemasks is given at the PPE section below and can also be found here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-
own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own   
 
Meal Times 
Our school site is fairly limited in terms of the options available to ensure appropriate social distancing is 
maintained, so we will be opening up our Main Hall as a secondary dining space for identified year groups 
in Key Stage 4 during lunchtimes. Temporary tables and chairs will be put in place each day by the Site 
team, which will be sanitised before use and afterwards before the furniture is packed away. 
 
For the evening meal, each unit will have an evening meal, once a week on the unit in order to limit the 
number of staff and students in the Dining Room as much as possible - these arrangements will also apply 
for the breakfast sessions during the week. 
 
Classroom Spacing  
Students will be in classes within their year cohorts and the layout of classrooms will be adapted in line 
with the guidance, “to support distancing where possible… seating pupils side by side and facing forwards, 
rather than face to face or side on”.  
 
The ability to social distance in classrooms will be limited by the size of the room and class group but staff 
will ensure students are spaced apart if possible.  
 
Classrooms will be cleaned at the end of each lesson as well as at the end of each day, and teaching staff 
will regulate the good ventilation of the spaces. 
 
Resources and Equipment 
As mentioned previously, whilst there are hand sanitiser stations in place across the site and available in all 
classrooms and on units, we ask that in order to support the hygiene measures you speak to your child to 
ensure they follow the guidance in school and regularly use the sanitiser provided. If your child is 
extremely sensitive to sanitiser solutions, we suggest that you provide a specific sanitiser for your child to 
use in school at the recommended times throughout the day instead of the one provided by school. It 
would be helpful for you to let us know if this is going to be the case using our office email address: 
admin@bromptonhall.n-yorks.sch.uk  
 
Equipment and resources will be regularly cleaned throughout the day by school staff.  
 

Expectations  
Uniform  
Students must still wear full school uniform. In September this must be the winter variation: school polo 
shirt, school jumper, appropriate black or grey trousers and black shoes (or all black trainers)  
Student Uniform policy and list of items can be found on the school website: http://bromptonhall.n-
yorks.sch.uk/about-us/uniform/ 
 
Behaviour & Rewards  
Our Behaviour policy remains in place across the school as the central system and ethos for behaviour. 
Students will still have the opportunity to gain points, merits and ‘currics’ via our reward system 
throughout each school day and sanctions will still be given for negative displayed behaviour. 
Rules regarding mobile phone use in the classroom also remain the same – it is a privilege for Key Stage 4 
students on a high pass to have their phones in school providing they are handed in at the start of each 



  
 

  
 

lesson to school staff. This privilege will be removed for any student not following staff direction regarding 
mobile phone use in school. 
  
In addition, the following Covid-19 related expectations are also in place and our behaviour policy has been 
amended to include:  
 Following all movement and distancing rules across the school site  
 Follow hygiene instructions:  

 Never cough, sneeze or spit towards another person  
 Catch all coughs and sneezes in a tissue and throw it away (catch it, bin it, kill it), then 

sanitise / wash hands  
 Wash hands frequently (including when asked to do so by staff) with soap and water for 

20 seconds or with sanitiser if soap and water is not available  
 
Behaviour that undermines the safety measures that school have put in place or risks the safety of 
students or staff will not be tolerated. If incidents do occur, they will be treated as high-level behavioural 
incidents and sanctioned accordingly.  
 
Examples of such behaviour might be:  

 Deliberately ignoring the hygiene and social distancing measures put in place by school  
 Spitting at another student / member of staff  
 Deliberately coughing at a student / member of staff  
 Behaviour or language that is intended to cause alarm or distress to students / staff about the 

current situation  
 
Community  
At the end of the day, whilst we can minimise the risk of Covid-19 transmission for students and staff on 
the school site during the school day by putting all of these measures in place, we cannot do so for the 
time they spend outside of the school grounds. We ask, therefore, that each and every one of you takes 
responsibility for each other – by social distancing, adhering to government rules on the mixing of 
households; not gathering in large groups; following hygiene requirements – and we ask that you talk to 
your child about maintaining these measures on their routes to and from school.  
 
We require your co-operation with these measures to keep our school community healthy, to keep our 
school open, and keep our students learning. Please contact the school if you feel there are aspects of the 
guidance which pose particular difficulties in your personal circumstances so that we can discuss these 
prior to the start of term.  
 
We will keep all aspects of these measure under constant review and communicate any changes with you 
via email. Please ensure that you do check your email regularly for these and other updates, if you haven’t 
provided us with a valid email address please contact our Admin team using the school email address: 
admin@bromptonhall.n-yorks.sch.uk so our records can be updated accordingly. We will also ensure all 
information is uploaded to our school website for parents and carers to access. 


