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Admissions Policy 

 
 
Brompton Hall School is a Community Special School catering for boys with Severe 
Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH) issues. The school caters for pupils in Key 
Stages two, three and four that fall into the age range of 8 to 16 years. 
 
North Yorkshire LA are the referring Authority and all placements come via County Hall at 
Northallerton in response to requests from area Special Needs offices or from SEN offices 
from other Authorities.   
 
Pupils that are referred to the school have a primary need assessed as SEMH, although 
there may well be pupils with a variety of other additional needs. 
 
Admission to the main school is in Key Stages two and three. It is not usually felt 
appropriate to bring pupils into the main school in Key Stage four. Pupils in Key Stage four 
may be admitted to the Alternative Learning Provision, based in the Alternative Learning 
Suite with individualised learning programmes. These pupils attend on a daily basis, and 
because of this they must live close enough to the school to make transport viable. 
 
The school maintains an even age profile of the school so that it can plan a progressive 
curriculum and maintain stability of staffing. Each class group is planned for 8 places 
(although this is at times stretched to 9) and the school currently plans for 7 groups, two at 
Key Stage Two and one for each of the NC year groups in KS3 & 4. The ALP is an 
additional resource with up to 6 places at KS4. 
 
The school keeps a close communication with the LA to inform them of the school roll and 
therefore where spaces are available. 
 
Placement at Brompton Hall School is a major step and is not usually undertaken until all 
possible mainstream options have been exhausted. Some pupils may also have been to 
one of the PRU units as well as mainstream provision. 
 
Most pupils have had a statement of Special Educational Needs or Education, Health & 
Care Plan (EHCP) whilst in their mainstream placement. The move to Brompton Hall is 
therefore usually triggered by a review where it is agreed that the mainstream school or 
PRU can no longer meet the child’s needs and an alternative should be sought.  
 
The usual next step would be for parents to visit the school to find out more about it and 
see for themselves how the school operates. The school website is also a valuable source 
of information at this stage. It is usual for Brompton Hall to be sent some information about 
the boy prior to this visit but that is not always the case. The school would usually provide 
parents with a prospectus and a copy of the school’s last newsletter at this point to discuss 
with their child. 
 
If parents wish to proceed then they make a request for a place at the school to the LA. 
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If the LA agree that the placement is suitable then they request a place and send all 
relevant papers. It is at this point that Brompton Hall can assess the suitability of the 
placement considering the needs of the child, as well as the needs of the children already 
on roll. 
 
The school would firstly see if there was a place for the child in their year group. The LA is 
usually aware of the age groups where vacancies lie. If a place was available, then a visit 
would be arranged so the pupil could look around the school and find out what the 
placement would entail. 
 
The school will if necessary, get in touch with other agencies to try to collect recent 
information about the child. 
 
A pre-admission meeting would then be arranged so that the school could collect 
information about the family, educational, medical and behavioural background and 
formally let the parents know about various policies and procedures at the school. 
Information collected in this meeting goes directly onto the placement plan for the child. 
Whilst the meeting is taking place the new pupil has the opportunity to join his prospective 
class group for a lesson. 
 
If all goes well then a place is offered as soon as transport can be arranged. This is usually 
one or two weeks after the pre-admission meeting. 
 
If the school has any issues with the placement, then it would be discussed with the LA at 
any point through the process. Boarding would usually be appropriate but if the school 
feels that they may be able to meet the child’s needs on a daily or extended day basis then 
this may be arranged. 
 


